





Dunn’s Corners Fire District    
Operating Committee Meeting    
August 11, 2026
    
    
The Dunn’s Corners Fire District Operating Committee (OC) convened on Tuesday, August 11, 2026 at 6:30 PM at Station 1, Langworthy Road, Westerly, Rhode Island.   
    
Attendees were comprised of OC members – Rich Thomsen, Bob Delaney,  Chief Keith Kenyon, Ken Martin, Department Representative; and Paul Gencarella, Moderator.

A quorum was present.    
    
Other Attendees: Rosalind Choquette, Tax Assessor
		     Michael Cozzolino, Solicitor
                             Mary Rathbun, Office Manager
     

Paul Gencarella, Moderator coordinated the meeting.    
    
Actions of OC (all votes unanimous unless otherwise noted).    
    
Agenda Items:   
 
Pledge of Allegiance – The meeting started at 6:30 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance and a Moment of Silence.  

Previous Meeting Minutes –  Motion was made and seconded to approve and file the Minutes of the July 7, 2026 Operating Committee Meeting.

Friends of the Quonny Grange (FOTQG) Report 

Review and acceptance of the FOTQG report was tabled due to the absence of a representative. 
Rich Thomsen reported concerns regarding the accessibility ramp at the Grange, noting that the lower section of the ramp is no longer attached near the stairs. Discussion followed regarding replacement or repairs.
 
Chief's Report
 
Chief Kenyon reported the following: 
Call Stats: 
	Fire:   
	63  

	EMS 
	9 

	Total  
	71 


 
· After district annual meeting approval. New Jet Ski was purchased We are waiting for a rescue sled to arrive and are scheduling training.  
· Working with Shelter Harbor Fire District moderator on MOU for dock installation project for Jet Ski. 
· New Gear racks arrived for Station 1 and we begin installation soon.  
· New Pierce Engine is continuing with the assembly process. Completion date has been pushed back again from August 4th to September 7th now. 
· Talked with the Rep for the new Tanker 1 order. The truck is still on track for completion first week of August 2027. 
· 
Questions regarding insurance coverage for both the rescue jet ski at Shelter Harbor and the delivery of the new fire engine were asked and answered by the Chief. 

Tax Assessor/Collector Report

The Tax Assessor/Collector's Report, submitted by Rosalind Choquette, was reviewed. 
· The office continues collection efforts on outstanding tax bills. 
· Total collections for July 2026 were $4,086.65, consisting of: 
Westerly: $1,409.21 and Charlestown: $2,677.44 
· Two Municipal Tax Lien Certificates were issued. 
· The associated $50.00 fees were collected and forwarded to the Office Manager's Office. 
· The office will continue processing payments and responding to phone calls and emails in a timely manner. 
Respectfully submitted by Rosalind Choquette.

A motion was made and seconded to accept the report. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

Treasurer's Report and Tax Rate Approval

Treasurer Bob Delaney presented a recommendation establishing a tax rate of 0.3376 mills for the 2026-2027 Fiscal Year. 
The rate will support the voter-approved budget of $1,550,760.00 adopted at the July Annual Meeting and remain within the authorized collection range established by the district. 
The Tax Collector was directed to proceed with tax billing and verify final calculations through the QDS system prior to issuing bills. The anticipated mailing date is between August 19 and August 25, 2026. 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the Treasurer's recommendation and establish the tax rate at 0.3376 mills. 
Motion carried unanimously. 


A motion was also made, seconded, and approved to accept all previously presented reports.
 
Rescue Jet Ski Location 

Discussion regarding the location of the new rescue jet ski was addressed during the Chief's Report. 
The matter was discussed and resolved through information provided by the Chief regarding docking arrangements at Shelter Harbor. 

Road Conditions Within Contracting Districts 

Moderator Paul Gencarella provided an update regarding road conditions throughout the contracting districts. 
Reports from: 
· Shelter Harbor Fire District 
· Shady Harbor Fire District 
· Quonochontaug Central Beach Fire District 
· 
indicated positive cooperation and responsiveness. Mr. Gencarella noted strong working relationships and good fellowship among the districts. 
Discussion focused on: 
· Tree trimming needs 
· Vegetation encroachment 
· Road access issues affecting apparatus operations. 
· 
Mr. Gencarella stated that photographs had been taken documenting conditions. 
Rich Thomsen expressed concerns regarding future state regulations that may allow currently unbuildable lots to become buildable, potentially creating access challenges due to long driveways. 
Fire Marshal Jim Bobola expressed concern about overhead utility wires affecting ladder truck operations.

Discussion Regarding Bradford Fire District

The Committee discussed the feasibility of a future combination or merger involving Bradford Fire District. 
Points raised included: 
· Bradford Fire District has expressed interest in being absorbed into Dunn's Corners Fire District. 
· Treasurer Delaney stated that he has not identified significant benefits to Dunn's Corners Fire District from such an arrangement. 
· He expressed interest in exploring whether Bradford could become a division of Dunn's Corners rather than pursuing a full merger. 
· Bob Delaney expressed concern that Bradford Fire District covered roughly 6% of the costs but accounted for about 11% of the service calls.  Additionally Bradford Fire District had reduced their overall effective Mil rate one year to well below the effective rate charged to Dunns Corners Fire District taxpayers instead of spreading the credit out over years to make the effective rate similar to what Dunns Corners Fire District taxpayers pay.
· Chief Kenyon reported that he had researched the matter and determined that Dunn's Corners' ISO rating would not be negatively affected because Bradford is located within the applicable five-mile response area.

No formal action was taken.

Old Business

Discussion occurred regarding scheduling an Operating Committee meeting at the Grange.
No action was taken.

Public Comment

Bradford Fire District Tax Collector Proposal

Dan King and Rosalind Choquette addressed the Committee regarding a proposal for Ms. Choquette to serve as Tax Collector for Bradford Fire District. 
Ms. Choquette requested permission to perform that work from her office at Dunn's Corners Fire District Station 1. 
Treasurer Delaney stated that he had no objection to Ms. Choquette serving as Bradford's Tax Collector and receiving compensation directly from Bradford. His concern centered on the use of Dunn's Corners facilities, utilities, and overhead expenses without compensation to Dunn's Corners taxpayers. 
Ms. Choquette responded that: 
· The office space would already be heated, cooled, and illuminated regardless of the additional work. 
· She would use her own phone. 
· Bradford would provide necessary supplies. 
· No District resources would be used for the work. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to permit Ms. Choquette to conduct Bradford Fire District tax collection duties from the Station 1 office. 
Motion carried. 
Opposed: Bob Delaney. 
Comments by Dan King 
Mr. King responded to comments regarding Bradford Fire District's historical relationship with Dunn's Corners Fire District. 

Mr. King stated: 
· Funds previously held in certificates of deposit originated from Bradford taxpayers and were returned to those taxpayers. 
· At the time Bradford contracted with Dunn's Corners, Bradford's district assets were limited, with Truck 5 being provided for Dunn's Corners' use. 
· The current Bradford board was not in office when those earlier decisions were made. 
· He believed it was unfair to hold the current board accountable for actions taken by prior officials. 

Discussion regarding confirmation of next meeting. 
September 8, 2026 

Adjournment

There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn.
Motion carried unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 7:25 PM.

Respectfully submitted:


______________________________________    
Linda F Garabedian, District Clerk  


 
  




